2,2'-Bipyridine-3,3'-dicarboxylic acid (2) was prepared from 1,10-phenanthroline 1 by a literature procedure [1, 2] . 2,2'-Bipyridine-3,3'-dicarboxylic acid (2, 600 mg, 2,5 mmol) and thionyl chloride (6 ml) were refluxed for 5 hours. The excess amount of thionyl chloride was distilled off and the residue dried in vacuum for 5 hours. Toluene (20 ml) and isopropanol (1.4 ml, 18.2 mmol) were added and the mixture refluxed for 20 hours. Chloroform (40 ml) was added and the mixture was treated with a cold solution of sodium bicarbonate (2.5 %). The organic layer was dried on sodium sulphate and the solvent removed in vacuum, giving 890 mg of crude product. The product was purified by chromatography on silica gel column using ether as eluent to afford 3 as a white solid (600 mg, 73%). 
